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FIEEPROOFIHG  ESLUCES 


Danger  of  fire  from  the  Christinas  tree  can  be  reduced  "by  fireproof ing  the 

tree  and  the  cotton  used  around  the  tree,  says  ,  

(Hame)  (Title) 
 .     Treating  the  tree  v;ill  not  change  its  appearance. 


(institution) 

Fireproof ing  replaces  the  moisture  in  the  tree  with  a  fire-resistant 
chemical  which  the  tree  drinks  through  its  stem  and  carries  to  every  "branch.  Ammon- 
ium sulfate  is  an  excellent,  inexpensive,  fire-resisting  material,  recommended  "by 
the  Federal  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineering.     It  costs  ahout  5 
cents  a  pound  and  is  sold  "by  seed,  fertilizer,  and  hardware  stores. 

Dissolve  a  pound  of  ammonium  sulfate  in  1^  pints  of  water,  for  every  4 
pounds  of  tree.    Po-ujt  the  solution  into  a  tall,  narrow  container.    Pat  the  tree  into 
the  solution  immediately  after  it  is  cut,  or  into  water,  to  keep  it  from  drying  out. 
If  the  tree  is  purchased,  try  to  get  one  freshly  cut.     Cut  the  end  of  the  stem 
obliquely  or  in  a  V  shape  to  keep  the  cut  surface  off  the  "bottom  of  the  supporting- 
container. 

Jff.  Set  the  solution  with  the  tree  in  it  where  the  temperature  is  "between 

55°  and  65°  F. ,  out  of  direct  sunlight.    Leave  it  for  a"bout  4  days.     The  degree  of 
fire  resistance  depends  on  the  amount  of  the  solution  taken  up  "by  the  tree.  The 
tree  may  "be  left  in  the  solution  for  trimming  and  display. 

The  cotton  so  often  used  aro-und  a  Christmas  tree  also  is  easily  fire- 
proofed,  says   ,    Make  a  solution  of  7  ounces  of  "borax,  3  ounces 

of  "boric  acid,  and  1^  ounces  of  soap  powder  in  2  quarts  of  hot  v/ater.     Spread  the 
cotton  where  it  can  stand  wetting,  and  sprinkle  it  thoroughly  while  the  solution 
is  still  warm.    Dry  it  without  handling,  to  keep  it  fluffy.     If  you  use  a"bsor"bent 
cotton,  omit  the  soap  powder. 


*  *  *  * 
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